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*Rand article from wiki 


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumiéres quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 
the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


Fan film Main article: Fan film A fan film is a film or video inspired by a film, television 
program, comic book or a similar source, created by fans rather than by the sources 
copyright holders or creators. Fan filmmakers have traditionally been amateurs, but some of 
the most notable films have actually been produced by professional filmmakers as film 
school class projects or as demonstration reels. Fan films vary tremendously in length, from 
short faux-teaser trailers for non-existent motion pictures to rarer full-length motion 
pictures. 


Two weeks later, movie theaters in Los Angeles began reopening with 25% capacity. On 
March 23, 2021, Regal Cinemas announced that they would reopen their cinemas beginning 


April 2, 2021.199 On April 19, it was announced that capacity for New York cinemas would 
be raised to 33% on April 26.200 The same day, California issued an addendum that orange- 
tier counties would be restricted to 50% with no hard cap on patrons, and that counties 
under the yellow Minimal tier would be allowed to operate cinemas and other selected 
venues at up to 75% capacity if all attendees present proof of full vaccination or a recent 
negative COVID-19 test. Guidance was also issued for seating sections with less physical 
distancing for those who are fully vaccinated.201 After filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in October 2020 and March 2021, respectively,202203 Studio movie Grill and 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema respectively emerged from Chapter 11 in late-April 2021 and 
early-June 2021 with new funding, and some underperforming locations closed along with 
plans for new theaters being built.204205 On April 21, 2021, The Decurion Corporation, 
parent company of Arclight Cinemas, the Cinerama Dome, and Pacific Theaters, announced 
they would be shutting down all of its locations, due to the financial impact of the 
pandemic.206207 Two months later, Pacific Theaters filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy.208 
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